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Considering the musical partnership between keyboard player Doris MacDonald and guitarist Sharon Dennis originates in a contemporary praise band, it would be easy to pigeonhole the acoustic duo into the Christian realm.  While the name The Braeded Chord comes from Ecclesiastes 4:12 that says, "a cord of three strands is not easily broken," and the inspirational vocals certainly evoke elements of their faith, the band is much more than simply a non-secular group.  From complex blues to lighthearted children’s sing-song, the versatile duo covers a broad spectrum of musical capabilities.  

The latest album, Radio Lane serves as a follow-up to their critically acclaimed debut “Dream and Dare.” Among the accolades, in 2006 the Washington Area Music Association (WAMMIE) recognized The Braeded Chord as winners for best inspirational/gospel group.  The band was also among the nominees for the award in the previous year.  

In the past, the strength of The Braeded Chord has been in the eloquent songwriting.  Radio Lane certainly doesn’t fall short.  One of my favorite tracks on the record, “Arms of Infinity”, is a smooth, jazzy track celebrating the promise of a pleasant after life.  The title track, “Radio Lane”, has a Nashville feel blended with the duo’s uplifting lyrical prowess.

Dennis and MacDonald aren’t just parallel to Simon and Garfunkle in syllables, as the duo has often been referred to as the female equivalent of Paul and Art.  When I initially read this in a few reviews, I thought the statement was a bit lofty.  The more I examine their poetic lyrics, however, I can’t help but notice the similarities.  

The truly refreshing thing about this record is that it is filled with spirituality, yet it is far different from some non-secular musicians who come across overly preachy.  The duo merely uses the record to celebrate their faith and showcase their musical talent, making Radio Lane a moving work of art.  

Dream and Dare
The Braeded Chord
This talented duo defies classification. Sprinkle some acoustic flavor, add a dash of southern gospel, mix well with folk and you get the multi-layer confection of The Braeded Chord. Sharon Dennis and Doris Au MacDonald have created a delicacy for the listener that is extremely well crafted, emotes strong emotions and is a pure pleasure to contently sit back and musically digest. It is amazing to comprehend that so much talent exudes from these two ladies. Dennis plays guitar, banjo and mandolin. On keys and orchestration duties is MacDonald. The two moms share songwriting and singing responsibilities. Tight harmonization comes naturally to this group, with MacDonald’s alto frequently dovetailing Dennis’ vocals in perfect synchronization. Each song is beautifully woven together exquisitely combining a simple melody with complex lyrics. Dare to Dream starts off with the fun, honky-tonk, feel-good tune, “The Ride,” that details the trials and tribulations of riding a roller coaster and the similes that can be pulled from the experience and applied to life’s daily grind, cleverly using Old Testament Bible references for extra emphasis. The hauntingly lovely ballad “I Will Wait” received an honor award at the 2005 Great American Songwriting Contest, and it is not difficult to hear why. Another gorgeous ballad, “Holy Passion,” has a Celtic-esque intro with pipes and drums that segue into the most CCM radio friendly tune. Yet another standout is “Rain Upon the Suff’ring” that could pass, along with the latter, as a contemporary hymn. “O Tiny Child” is reminiscent of the seasonal favorite “Mary, Did You Know?” The album ends on the upbeat note it began on, with the uplifting sing-along “Fly Away Home.” Highly recommended with high hopes that The Braeded Chord continues to concoct more delightful music for many years to come. 
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Music Review

The Braeded Chord: Dream and Dare
Label: Unsigned
Sound/Style: appealingly simple and upbeat singer/songwriter pop
By Steve Morley
At its outset in the mid-1970s, contemporary Christian music was predominantly a mild-mannered alternative to pop and rock that accommodated younger tastes but largely deferred to listeners wary of worldly musical influences. While it often paled against mainstream rock's vivid tones, at its best it possessed a handcrafted innocence that, in retrospect, has a certain low-tech appeal. Sharon Dennis and Doris Au MacDonald—a.k.a.The Braeded Chord—recall the unsophisticated charm of CCM's early years on Dream and Dare, an album that trades show-biz sparkle for heartfelt expressions of vulnerability and encouragement. Fully embracing the record's plainspoken quality requires an adjustment not unlike dialing down the inner and outer jangle that dulls the voice of the Holy Spirit—a worthwhile exercise in itself.
Dare to Dream is very nearly a concept album, anchored around the search for the childlike joy and release that Christian life can offer to willing recipients. “The Ride,” a song that lightheartedly describes the fear that blocks many from a life fully lived, compares the adventure of living by faith to that of climbing aboard the county fair's “Wall of Death”: “White knuckles, knock knees, as I inch up that hill / On the other side is waiting a death-defying stomach-twistin' thrill / I wish I could sit back and enjoy the ride / Do the Macarena as I slip and slide.” The queasy rider later looks to biblical heroes for perspective, asking “Did the three guys in the furnace take time for a barbecue? / Did they keep their eyes open, relax and enjoy the view?” This penchant for mild humor and honest self-exploration informs tracks like “Sail the Dream” and “Free to Fly,” a tune which uplifts with lines like “I'm free to climb, I'm free to fall and tumble and land in Mercy's arms.”
This might come off as one-dimensional happy-face rhetoric were it not for introspective cuts such as “Pieces” and “Rain Upon the Suff'ring,” outpourings of legitimate pain and disillusionment that bring deeper meaning to the duo's quest for freedom. And while the singers' slightly tentative voices rarely resound with the depth of experienced pros, this quality lends believability to these stories of taking flight on untested wings. The minimal polish on the record, while limiting its commercial potential somewhat, does little to detract from it. The songs themselves are soundly constructed, solidly played and the vocal performances sincere and touching. In an age when pop music—much of CCM included—often clamors loudly for attention in a glutted marketplace, these two young women take the risk of quietly inviting you in for homemade soup and humbly hoping you'll accept. As this fact demonstrates, Dennis and Au MacDonald have indeed embarked on the pursuits they're peddling on Dream and Dare.
Steve Morley is a freelance music journalist living in College Grove, Tenn.
This review was developed by UMC.org, the official online ministry of the United Methodist Church.
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